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An Exception to the Rule?

Cornelius was a Roman, a
soldier, a gentile, a leader of the very
people that the Jews were in
subjection to. Yet, the scripture states
that Cornelius was noticed by God.
Acts 10:1-4 1 Now there was a man at
Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion
of what was called the Italian cohort, ©
a devout man and one who feared God
with all his household, and gave many
alms to the Jewish people and prayed
to God continually. ° About the ninth
hour of the day he clearly saw in a
vision an angel of God who had just
come in and said to him, “Cornelius!”*
And fixing his gaze on him and being
much alarmed, he said, “What is it,
Lord?” And he said to him, “Your
prayers and alms have ascended as a
memorial before God.

It was eight years after the
crucifixion, the gospel was still in the
hands of Jewish converts. God would
now turn to the gentiles, and who

the Holy Spirt. Peter would fulfill his
role in opening the kingdom to all
mankind Jesus had alluded to in
Matthew 16:13-19.

The conversion of the
household of Cornelius confirmed that
the kingdom of God, through Christ,
was not a continuation of the Mosaic
Law but a new covenant in Jesus. That
regardless of who we are, or what our
lineage is, we can become members of
God’s kingdom through obedience to
Jesus Christ. Cornelius was not an
exception to the rule, he was an
example to all of mankind of a new
relationship, a new covenant between
God and His creation. It was through
this covenant and this conversion that
the promise to Abraham would be
fulfilled, and “through your seed all
nations will be blessed.”

Praise God that we are all
included now. That the Church of
Christ is all universal, and we all have
access to the throne of grace. Our path
to Christ was opened by the
conversion and acceptance of
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28 - Jim & Nancy Lee

better to start with than Cornelius.
Cornelius was not a gentile that the
Jews would consider, but God knew his
heart. Cornelius was, for all practical
purposes, a patriarch, a head of a
family that God spoke directly to. God
would visibly confirm His relationship
with Cornelius by the pouring out of

Cornelius and his household.
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